Walking by the Power of the Holy Spirit to the Glory of God in 2025

Our Theme:

»

Now to Him Who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work
within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations.

Our Prime Objective:

»

We Live by the Spirit; We Keep in Step With the Spirit; We Bear the Fruit of the Spirit to the Glory of God.

Our Sermon Series and Special Services:
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»

»

»

January 2025: Practicing the Way - Prayer, Fasting, Shepherding, and Evangelism.

February 9, 2025: How to Live by the Spirit; Keep In Step With the Spirit; Bear the Fruit of the Spirit to the Glory of God.
April 18, 2025: Good Friday Evening Service and Dinner. (Outreach Service)

April 20, 2025: Easter Sunday Service. (Outreach Service)

April 27, 2025: The Age of Kings. (Outreach Series)

May 11, 2025: Mother’s Day Breakfast and Children Led Service. (Outreach Service)

May 18, 2025: Special Missions Sunday. By Faith and Love - $65,000.00

June 1, 2025: The Book of Galatians: Keep In Step With the Spirit; Proclaim the Gospel Correctly!

June 15, 2025: Father’s Day in the Park. A New Park Will be Determined Soon. (Outreach Service)

Sunday, September 7, 2025: Be With Jesus, Become Like Jesus, Walk as Jesus Did! (Outreach Service)

New ALL Church Midweek Rhythm and Potluck Services:
January - May - August - December:
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4

Every Wednesday in January, May, August, and the first Wednesday in December.
The CSCC will have three potluck services per year.

New Women’s ALL Church Midweek Rhythm:

>

The first Wednesday of each month.

Weekly Offering 2025:

»

In view of God’s mercy, each disciple led by the Holy Spirit and agape love raises their weekly offering by $7.00.

Special Missions 2025:
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By faith and love: $65,000.00. Sunday, May 18, 2025.

Proposed Hire of a High School Minister and Teacher:

»

Noah Moore in October of 2025. His wife, Ana, will not be on Staff.

New Ministry:

»

Parenting the Heart: Issac and Halee Wittinger

Recognize Deacons and Deaconesses:

>

See the keynote for some of the names recognized throughout 2025.






Practicing the Way of Peace
Advent Meditations







Holy Spirit, as You live and dwell within
us and we walk in step with You, please,
by Your power within us, bring forth the
fruits of peace, love, and joy in our lives
and relationships for the glory of God.

Holy Spirit, awaken within us the joy of
peace and love; let us truly know them,
that our hearts may receive them, our
minds believe them, and our souls inhabit
them.

By allowing You to love us, may we
become all that You desire—Your intimate
friends, Your dearly loved children—filled

with the fruits of peace, love, and joy to
Your glory alone!

In Christ’s Holy Name!
Amen
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To all the Family in Christ Jesus!

We are so grateful you're making space this Advent to join us in reflecting on the glory and majesty of
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Each part of this four-week guide contains a reading from the
Scriptures, followed by a simple reflection, a few questions, and a guided prayer. At the end of each
section, we’ve included optional resources if you wish to reflect further.

Gather a few friends or family and walk through it together if you'd like. We suggest sitting
somewhere quiet to focus on the Holy Spirit, Who will always lead you back to Jesus Christ - our first
and greatest love. This guide will help you engage the presence and peace of Jesus this Christmas and
in the year ahead.

We thank Practicing the Way for the outline. Some content has been changed to apply to our culture
and prime objective.

We love you all! Grace and peace to you all!



WEEK ONE
Peace Is Being Present

Sunday, 12/1/24 to Saturday, 12/7/24



My heart is not proud, Lord,
my eyes are not haughty;

[ do not concern myself with great matters
or things too wonderful for me. But I have
calmed and quieted myself in Your
presence, I am like a weaned child with its
mother; like a weaned child I am content in
You. To all of God’s children, put your
hope in the Lord both now and
forevermore.

- Psalm 131



READ

When we're consumed by future plans, fret about hardships to come, or to borrow the
words of the Psalmist, when we concern ourselves with “great matters or things too
wonderful,” we risk becoming people who can’t be present.

Some of us fixate on future goals because it helps us escape present pain and
confusion. As one pastor shared, “Even in ministry, I've become comfortable with a
farsightedness — of looking ahead to “things too great for me’ — to avoid the difficulty
of facing a blurry near-term.”

Others of us compulsively look ahead out of fear and a desire to control. Some
clinicians define anxiety as “the anticipation of evil.” We're scanning the horizon, trying
to predict what may come and bracing ourselves against future pain.

Both types of fixation can steal our peace and make it difficult to be present to Jesus
and to those around us.

With Jesus, we don’t need to avoid what’s right in front of us. We can face the pain,

confusion, or chaos today brings, because he is waiting to meet us in it. And Jesus teaches us to
release the fantasy that we control future plans. He helps us abandon outcomes to God. We plan as
best we can for the future, and then we let go, consciously placing whatever comes at the feet of
Jesus.

The sooner we turn to Jesus and accept our dependence and our limitations, the sooner we become
more “like a weaned child with its mother” — deeply content and calm. And with that peace, we
become more present to God, to ourselves, and to those we love.

REFLECT
What is stealing your peace in this season of your life? Take a moment to offer to Jesus
anything that comes to mind.

What is your typical go-to response when feelings of anxiety or confusion surface?

How might Psalm 131 inform your response? How have you seen Jesus meet you in your confusion
or pain? How did you create space for Him to meet you there?

PRAY

Father, when I'm turning from others and from my own heart; when I'm lost in uncertainty and fear
and fleeing what I should face; when I'm anxious for the future, for matters beyond my reach, calm
and quiet my heart. Keep me present to you, to your peace, and to those I love.

Amen.



WEEKTWO
Peace Is Slowing Down

Sunday, 12/8/24 to Saturday, 12/14/24



The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
He leads me beside quiet waters,

He refreshes my soul. He guides me along
the right paths for his name’s sake. Even
though I walk through the darkest valley, 1
will fear no evil, for you are with me; Your
rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You
prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies. You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. Surely Your goodness
and love will follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.

- Psalm 23



READ

Japanese theologian Kosuke Koyama describes love as having a speed, and it’s slow,
not fast. In the same way, peace has a speed. It's a measured pace, hand-in-hand with
Jesus, letting Him lead us and restore us by His Spirit and power.

One reason we don’t experience the peace of Jesus is because we don’t move at the
pace of Jesus. Dallas Willard said the best way to describe Jesus’ posture was “relaxed.”
We need to slow down, often quite literally, to embrace His peace.

Theologically, you don’t have a body, you are a body. And much of our anxiety is bodily
— it’s the result of hurry, stress, and noise pollution on our central nervous systems. The
movement and busyness of modern life is like a war of attrition on our peace.

It's been said, “The soul often is reeducated by the body.” So yielding to Jesus and
experiencing his peace includes submitting our bodies to his wisdom — getting good
sleep, driving slower, getting out in nature, and practicing Sabbath.

We slow down using our minds too, by meditating on Scripture and letting God’s words
fill our imaginations and quiet our bodies. Through the language of Psalm 23, we can
picture the Good Shepherd leading us, unhurried, beside quiet waters — his hand
keeping us close and directing our attention to the beauty all around.

REFLECT
What is your body communicating to you about your current pace of life? What might
be driving that pace?

What are some simple practices (driving slower, putting your phone away, going to bed
earlier) you could adopt to slow your body down?

PRAY

How does Psalm 23 open your imagination to the ways Jesus seeks to lead you? If you'd like, take a
moment to close your eyes and walk in the presence of the Good Shepherd, letting the steps of Jesus
dictate your pace. Father, you are my shepherd —providing for all that I need, bringing me rest,
quieting my heart. No matter where I go, you comfort me with your presence

and calm my fears with your peace. When I start to worry, when the valley is deep,

slow me down so I can see your goodness.

Amen.



WEEKTHREE
Peace Is Walking by the
Spirit!

Sunday, 12/15/24 to Saturday, 12/21/24



On the evening of that first day of the
week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with
you!” After He said this, He showed
them His hands and side. The disciples
were overjoyed when they saw the
Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent Me, 1
am sending you.” And with that He
breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
anyone’s sins, their sins are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.”



Now Thomas (also known as Didymus),
one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the nail marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails were, and put my
hand into His side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were in the
house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!”

- John 20:19-27



READ
What are Jesus’ first words to his followers after he’s back from the dead?
“Peace be with you.”

Jesus repeats it two verses later: “Peace be with you.” And a little further in the story,
when Jesus appears again, this time with Thomas present, he says it a third time.

Three times in a row. That’s Jesus and John’s way of making sure we don’t miss how
important this line is.

In the resurrection stories, the throughline is: the disciples are afraid, hiding in an
upper room, racked by anxiety; and Jesus comes, and the first thing he offers is
peace. And in John’s version, right after Jesus says, “Peace be with you” for the
second time, we read that “... he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.””
This isn’t just a greeting; it’s a blessing. It’s a gift of the Spirit of Jesus to his followers
— the same Spirit that empowers us today, moment-by-moment, to live in the peace

of Jesus.

Just before his arrest, Jesus comforts his troubled followers with a promise: “I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever
— the Spirit of truth. ... I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:16-
18).

The same comfort holds true for his followers today. When we’re in a tense
conversation or responding to a rebellious child or navigating a major life change or
moving toward a hurting friend with no words to say — we’re never abandoned as
orphans. The Spirit of truth is with us.

And in all situations, at all times, the fruit of the Spirit is peace.

REFLECT

In what types of situations do you find it most difficult to maintain peace? How have you
experienced the Spirit enabling inner peace in the midst of turmoil or tension? What might our role
be in giving the Spirit space to form us into people of non-anxious presence? How might entrusting
yourself to the Spirit of peace change the way you relate to others, even during periods of stress?

PRAY

Father, thank you for the gift of the Spirit. Thank you for not leaving us as orphans. Thank you that
the Spirit of Jesus is in us, comforting us, strengthening us, giving all that we need; so that in every
situation and in every moment, we may love courageously and walk in peace.

Amen
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WEE K FOUR
Peace Is A Person.

Sunday, 12/22/24 to Saturday, 12/23/24



The people walking in darkness have seen
a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned. You
have enlarged the nation and increased
their joy; they rejoice before you as people
rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice
when dividing the plunder. For as in the
day of Midian’s defeat, You have shattered
the yoke that burdens them, the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood will be
destined for burning, will be fuel for the
fire. For to us - God’s people - a Child is
born, to us a Son is given, and the
government will be on His shoulders.



And He - Jesus - will be called Wondertful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

- Isaiah 9:2-6
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READ
Peace in the biblical story is a person, not a thing.

The Father is called “the God of peace.” Jesus is called “the Prince of Peace.” The Spirit
is called “the Spirit of peace.” The Trinity is pervaded by peacefulness.

In the book of Revelation, we see behind the curtain of the universe into God’s throne
room, and we read that around the throne was a “sea of glass, clear as crystal” (4v6).

The sea in Ancient Near Eastern mythology was a place of chaos, not peace. It was

the home of the chaos dragon, Leviathan; it was always churning and never at rest. But
in the throne room, the sea is like glass. It has been calmed by God’s presence. The
atmosphere around God is perfectly calm and still.

That’s why enjoying the peace that Jesus brings is ultimately about enjoying his
presence. It's about asking, in moments throughout your day, “How do I practice the
presence of Jesus right now? How do I enjoy him?” We need to habitually sit before
God, with his loving gaze upon us, attuned to his presence and peace.

When we're turned up by waves of anxiety and fear, we can pause — if only for a few
minutes — and awaken our souls to Jesus. We can lean on the one who overcomes
chaos with a single word and who brings our hearts to perfect rest, like a sea of glass.
And in this Advent season, we are especially invited to ponder the names given by the
prophet Isaiah: Jesus, the prince of peace. Jesus, called Immanuel, God with us.

REFLECT

What stirs in your heart when you read that God’s throne room is surrounded by a “sea

of glass” — an environment of perfect calm and stillness? Is this typically how you view

God’s presence? Why might it be hard for us to simply enjoy the presence of Jesus? What barriers
do we have?

What is one way you sense God is inviting you to embody the peace of Jesus in your
family, in your workplace, or in your neighborhood? Take a moment to invite the Spirit
to help you carry his peace in the coming year.

PRAY

Jesus, Immanuel, Thank you for coming. Thank you for being with us. We need and embrace and
love all that you are: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Thank
you, Jesus, that You will never forsake us. May we carry your Kingdom of peace in this season

and in the year to come.

Amen



CHRISTMAS EVE

The Way of Peace, We
Know.

Tuesday, December 24, 2024



26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
Whom the Father will send in My name,
will teach you all things and will remind

you of everything I have said to you.

27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.

- John 14:26-27

Now may the Lord of peace Himself
give you peace at all times and in every
way. The Lord be with all of you.

- 2 Thessalonians 3:16



REFLECT
On the Scriptures above.

ACTION

Join us on Tuesday, December 24th, at 6:00 pm for fellowship, love, joy, and peace.
Invite your friends and neighbors as we worship together in peace, love, and joy to the
glory of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Together, we will seek the light and peace of our King, Who entered the human story
in humility and power.

To God be the glory in the Colorado Springs Christian Church throughout all generations!
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